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FEATURED SPEAKERS 
(In order of appearance) 

Andrew C. Revkin is an American, non-fiction, science and environmental 
writer. He has written on a wide range of subjects including destruction of the 
Amazon rain forest, the 2004 Asian tsunami, science and politics, climate 
change, and the North Pole. A reporter for the New York Times from 1995–
2009, Revkin currently writes the Dot Earth environmental blog for The Times' 
Opinion Pages. He is also Senior Fellow for Environmental Understanding at 
the Pace Academy for Applied Environmental Studies at Pace University, as 
well as a songwriter and musician. Born and raised in Rhode Island, Revkin 
graduated from Brown University in 1978 with a degree in Biology. He later 
received a Master's in Journalism from the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism.  Revkin has written books on the once and future Arctic, 
the Amazon, and global warming.  He was interviewed by Seed magazine 
about his book The North Pole was Here, which was published in 2006. He 
stressed that "the hard thing to convey in print as journalists, and for society to 
absorb, is that this is truly a century-scale problem." 

Steve Jackson’s research on effects of climate change on terrestrial 
ecosystems began in the late 1970s in the Adirondack High Peaks, 
during his doctoral studies at Indiana University. He was a National 
Science Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellow in Environmental Biology 
at Brown University, and has held faculty positions at Idaho State 
University, Northern Arizona University, and the University of Wyo-
ming, where he was founding Director of the doctoral Program in 
Ecology and is now Emeritus Professor.  He is founding Director of 
the Department of the Interior Southwest Climate Science Center, a 
partnership between the U.S. Geological Survey and a six-university 
consortium led by the University of Arizona, where he has an ap-
pointment as Professor of Geosciences.  Jackson has published more 
than 150 scientific papers, most of them applying historical and paleo-
ecological studies to ecological questions, particularly how ecological 
systems have responded to climate changes of the past 25,000 years.  
His work has implications for conservation policy and management, 
and he has published papers in various outlets, including Science and 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, on ecological 
restoration and biodiversity conservation in a rapidly changing world.   
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Joseph J. Martens has been Commissioner of the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation since March 2011.  He leads the agency in 
implementing its core statutory mission to protect public health and the 
environment. Mr. Martens has experience as both a public servant and 
an advocate for conservation issues.  From 1998 through 2010, he 
served as president of the Open Space Institute, a New York-based non-
profit organization that aims to “protect scenic, natural, and historic 
landscapes to ensure public enjoyment, conserve habitats, and sustain 
community character.”  At the Open Space Institute, Martens oversaw 
the acquisition of large tracts of land in New York State for conserva-
tion and recreation.  Mr. Martens served Governor Mario Cuomo as 
Deputy Secretary for Energy and the Environment from 1992-94 and as 
Assistant Secretary from 1990-92. He was Chair of the Board of the 
Olympic Regional Development Authority and the Adirondack Lakes 
Survey Corporation.  He also held administrative and project review po-
sitions at the Adirondack Park Agency. Commissioner Martens studied 
resource economics at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and 
received an M.S. in Resource Management from the State University of 
New York, College of Environmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse, 
NY where he has been recognized as a Graduate of Distinction. 

2013 Adirondack Achievement Award 
 

NYS DEC Commissioner Joseph J. Martens 
 
The Adirondack Research Consortium is pleased to present Commissioner Joe Martens with the 2013 Adiron-
dack Achievement Award.  Throughout his career through several significant accomplishments, Joe has been 
dedicated to preserving and enhancing the resources of the Adirondack Park in a manner that recognizes and 
appreciates the interests of the people that call it home.    
 
The Adirondack Achievement Award is presented to an exemplar individual or organization that is dedicated 
to assuring that research and information is the basis for sound planning, management, and policy decisions 
which will contribute to improving the quality of life of its residents and the ecological integrity of the Adi-
rondack Park. Past winners include Jerry Jenkins of the Wildlife Conservation Society, Dr. Dudley Raynal of 
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, and Dr. Charles Driscoll of Syracuse University. 

http://pressrepublican.com/0100_news/x1522065264/Joseph-Martens-nominated-NY-environmental-chief


The Adirondack Research Consortium is pleased to welcome media sponsor 
WCFE, a Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) public television station in Platts-
burgh, New York. It is known under its corporate identity of Mountain Lake 
PBS. In addition to serving upstate New York and Vermont, Mountain Lake’s 
audience reaches into Canada including Montreal, Que.    The station is an active 
member of the Adirondack community and dedicates its resources to enhancing 
the quality of life in this area.  Representing Mountain Lake at the 20th Annual 
Conference on the Adirondacks is Alice Recore, Mountain Lake’s President and 
CEO since 2003.  Before coming to Mountain Lake PBS in 1997, she served as 
the Business Manager and Acting Executive Director of Hospice of the North 
Country.  A member of the CVPH Medical Center Board since 2009 Alice is cur-
rently serving as Treasurer.  Alice also serves as Chair of the New York State As-
sociation of Public Broadcasting, is an active board member for Adirondack 
North Country Association (ANCA) and also is a member of the Board and Fi-
nance Committee for the National Education Television Association (NETA).  

20th Anniversary Adirondack Leadership and Legacy Award 

Dr. Elizabeth W. Thorndike 

Elizabeth W. Thorndike founded the Center for Environmental Information,  
Inc. (CEI), in Rochester, New York, and served as executive director and then 
president of CEI from its establishment in 1974 until 1992.  In 1997, Dr. Thorn-
dike was appointed and continues to serve on the Board of the NYS Energy Re-
search and Development Authority (NYSERDA) where she chairs the Waste Fa-
cilities Management Committee.  Previous public service appointments have in-
cluded 15 1/2 years as a Commissioner of the New York State Adirondack Park 
Agency from 1980-1995, where she chaired the Agency's Park Policy and Plan-
ning Committee.  From 1985-1994 Ms. Thorndike was a member of Governor 
Mario Cuomo's bi-partisan Environmental Advisory Board.  Dr. Thorndike is a 
Visiting Lecturer in the Department of City and Regional Planning at Cornell Uni-
versity, a member of the Advisory Council for the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences at Cornell, a member of the Honorary Board of the Girl Scouts of Gene-
see Valley, and a former Trustee and chair of the Conservation Committee of the 
Association for the Protection of the Adirondacks.  She attended Smith College, 
has degrees from Stanford and Harvard and a Ph.D. from Cornell with a concen-
tration in Natural Resource Policy and Planning. 
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ENERGY  

Supply and De-

mand Intersecting 

with the Future of 

the Adirondacks  

MODERATOR:  Robert B. Catell is currently the Chairman of the Advanced Energy Research 
and Technology Center (AERTC) at New York State University at Stony Brook, and Chairman, New 
York State Smart Grid Consortium.  Mr. Catell was formerly the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
of KeySpan Corporation and KeySpan Energy Delivery, the former Brooklyn Union. His career with 
Brooklyn Union started in 1958. He became Chairman, National Grid, U.S., following the acquisition, by 
National Grid, of KeySpan Corporation.  Mr. Catell is Chairman of Alberta Northeast Gas Ltd., and a 
member of the board of directors of KEYERA Energy Management Ltd. He is also the Chair of New 
York State Foundation for Science, Technology and Innovation (NYSTAR).  Mr. Catell serves on numer-
ous boards including New York State Energy Research & Development Authority (NYSERDA). 

Francis J. Murray, Jr., was appointed President and Chief Executive Officer of the New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) on January 26, 2009.  Prior to his appointment, Mr. Murray served as Senior 
Advisor at the international environmental consulting firm Ecology and Environment, Inc.  From 1996 to 1997, Mr. 
Murray was policy advisor to the United States Secretary of Energy, assisting in the development of the Clinton Admin-
istration’s national energy policy.  Mr. Murray served from 1992 to 1994 as the New York State Commissioner of Ener-
gy and Chairman of the NYSERDA Board of Directors.  In 1985, Mr. Murray was appointed Deputy Secretary to the 
Governor for Energy and the Environment, a position he held until 1992. He served from 1983 to 1985 as Assistant Sec-
retary for Energy and the Environment in the administration of New York State Governor Mario M. Cuomo.  
 
Echo Cartwright is Vice President of Government Relations for National Grid NY, overseeing and advising on 
statewide communications and implementation of strategic energy policy initiatives with government officials. Previous-
ly, Ms. Cartwright served as the Senior Manager of Consumer and Government Relations at the New York Independent 
System Operator (NYISO). Ms. Cartwright also served as the Assistant Secretary for Renewable Energy and energy ad-
visor to New York Governor David A. Paterson, where she chaired the Governor’s Renewable Energy Task Force, 
served as Deputy Director to the State Energy Planning Board, Co-Chaired the Great Lakes Wind Collaborative Steering 
Committee, and developed statewide policy pertaining to the deployment of renewable energy technologies.  
 
Paul DeCotis is Vice President of Power Markets at Long Island Power Authority where he oversees strategic resource 
planning; fuel, energy and capacity purchases and sales; power project development and management; and participation 
in the region’s wholesale power markets. Prior to this Paul was Deputy Secretary for Energy in New York, serving as 
senior energy advisor to Governor Spitzer and Governor Paterson. Paul was also Chair of the State Energy Planning 
Board. Paul previously served as Director of Energy Analysis for the New York State Energy Research and Develop-
ment Authority where he oversaw corporate strategy and planning, forecasting and analysis, and energy program evalua-
tion. Prior to this, Paul was Chief of Policy at the State Energy Office. Until his appointment as Deputy Secretary, Paul 
was President of a management consulting business, specializing in executive and Board development, strategy, and me-
diation. Since 1985, he has served as an adjunct faculty member at several colleges and universities including Cornell 
University, Rochester Institute of Technology, and Sage Graduate School.  
 
Dan Whyte is Vice President of Brookfield Renewable Power, Inc., responsible for regulatory, governmental and stake-
holder relations, permitting and real property tax. Prior to his current assignment, he served as Vice President of Settle-
ment and Vice President of Structured Transactions. With more than 25 years experience in the energy sector, he has 
worked throughout North America and Central Europe. He has held senior positions at the Pacific Gas and Electric Cor-
poration and the Long Island Lighting Company. Dan serves as a member of the Advisory Council of the Independent 
Electric System Operator of the Province of Ontario, and as a Director of the Northeast Power Coordinating Council, the 
electric reliability organization for New York, New England, Ontario and Quebec. He is an alumnus of Immaculate Con-
ception College and the Graduate Center for Urban and Environmental Studies at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  



Clarkson University President Anthony G. Collins is a regional and national advocate for higher education - industrial 
partnerships that couple research discovery and engineering innovation with enterprise for commercialization and eco-
nomic development.  With a focus on advancing sustainable energy solutions and environmental technology innovation, 
he serves as the president of the Seaway Private Equity Corporation that invests in new technology companies based in 
St. Lawrence County, New York and on the board for (TSEC) The Solar Energy Consortium which mobilizes related 
resources in New York State.  Dr. Collins was among the primary architects of the Vision of a Clarkson Education that 
has guided evolution of the curriculum since 1995.   
 
John W. Mills is the ninth president of Paul Smith’s College, a four year private college located in the Adirondack 
Mountains of New York State which currently enrolls 875 students in three divisions: Forestry/Natural Resources/
Recreation, Hospitality/ Resort and Culinary Management, and Science/ Liberal Arts/Business. The College was estab-
lished in 1937 as a co-educational institution honoring Apollos and Lydia Martin Smith, who operated a hotel on the 
shores of Lower St. Regis Lake in the late 1800’s where the College is located today. Under President Mills’ leadership, 
Paul Smith’s College has continued the successful transition to a four-year college granting baccalaureate degrees in 
both arts and sciences. Over seventy percent (70%) of the current students are enrolled in baccalaureate programs but 
associate degrees are still offered is some programs.  
 
Stephen Charles Ainlay became the 18th President of Union College on July 1, 2006.  He also serves as the Chancellor 
of Union University, whose member institutions include the Albany College of Law, Albany School of Medicine, Alba-
ny College of Pharmacy, Union Graduate College and the Dudley Observatory.  He holds a faculty position as Professor 
of Sociology at Union.  Before joining Union, President Ainlay spent 23 years at the College of the Holy Cross in 
Worcester, Massachusetts.  At Holy Cross, he was a Professor of Sociology and held a number of positions in the admin-
istration, including the Director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies and the Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean of the College.  A native of Goshen, Indiana, he earned his Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from Goshen Col-
lege, and both his Master’s and Ph.D. in Sociology from Rutgers University.  President Ainlay held a post-doctoral fel-
lowship at Princeton University.  He was also a visiting scholar at St. Edmund’s College in Cambridge University and 
summer fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences in Palo Alto, California. 

MODERATOR:  Cornelius B. Murphy Jr., has been the President, State University of 
New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry since May 2000. As the presi-
dent of SUNY ESF, Murphy has played a pivotal role in fostering green initiatives at the 
heart of the institution.  Leading by example, the campus’ physical infrastructure reflects 
a passion and commitment to be an economically responsible member of a global society 
that is evolving to use more friendly practices and resources. The college has also made a 
commitment to be carbon-neutral by the year 2015. Prior to being President of SUNY-
ESF, Neil held various positions at O’Brien & Gere, a global consulting firm based in 
Syracuse,  starting out as a Laboratory Technician in June 1970 and working his way up 
to President in 1993 and Chairman of the Board in 1998.  He was the driving force in 
establishing the company as a dominant player in hazardous waste management and re-
mediation, transforming O'Brien & Gere from a local to an international firm.   

A SENSE OF 

PLACE 

Historical and Future 

Perspectives on the 

Community  



MODERATOR:  Dave Miller  Dave currently serves as Director of Strategic Initiatives at 
Ecology and Environment in Lancaster, NY. There he leads the development of new strategic 
initiatives for company growth and success, and analyzes, advises, develops and assists in the 
areas of new projects and sustainability. Previously he was the Chief of Staff to NYS Education 
Commissioner Richard Mills and Deputy Commissioner for Innovation responsible for the Of-
fice of Government Relations, the Office of the Board of Regents, Office of Organizational Ef-
fectiveness and the Communications Office. Dave served in the conservation movement for 25 
years with 18 plus of those years at the National Audubon Society, first as Northeast Regional 
Vice President (1988-1996) and then as Executive Director of Audubon New York (1996-2007). 
He received his B.A. in Environmental Studies and Economics at St. Lawrence University.  

Dave Mason is co-leader of the ADK Futures Project and the Keene Broadband 
Project.  He founded and ran a technology and strategy consulting business in Bos-
ton and spent a lifetime of summers in Keene.  The ADK Futures Project is based 
on the core methodology he developed for the consulting business.  He holds a BS 
from SUNY ESF and an MBA from the University of Oregon. 

Jim Herman is co-leader of the ADK Futures Project and the Keene Broadband 
Project.  He was a partner in the same consulting business as Dave Mason (above) 
and, prior to that he ran the software group that built the first router and network 
management tools to run the early internet.  He became an expert in the design and 
operation of very large data networks.  He holds a BS in Math from Boston College. 

Steven Engelhart is the Executive Director of Adirondack Architectural Heritage 
(AARCH), the regional nonprofit, historic preservation organization for the Adiron-
dack Park. AARCH's mission is to promote better public understanding, apprecia-
tion and stewardship of the region's built environment. Among AARCH's many ac-
tivities are: sponsoring a series of tours of historic places during the summer and 
fall; conducting workshops; giving slide presentations on a variety of subjects; pub-
lishing a Newsletter; staffing Camp Santanoni, and providing technical assistance to 
individuals, organizations and local governments.  

Steven is a native of the region and has a bachelor’s degree from SUNY Plattsburgh 
and a master’s degree in historic preservation from the University of Vermont. He is 
the author of Crossing the River: Historic Bridges of the Ausable River, a small 
book about bridges and local history of the Ausable Valley. He resides in Wadhams.   

Kate Fish assumed the Executive Directorship of ANCA in December 2009. She brings breadth and depth of experience 
in the international non-profit and private sectors as well as multi-generational family roots in the Adirondacks. In the two 
years before joining ANCA, she worked closely with the Wild Center coordinating two major conferences focused on 
energy efficiency and climate change. She co-founded and directed the Adirondack Climate and Energy Action Plan 
(ADKCAP), which is working to help the economy of the Adirondack region by finding the best ways to decrease waste 
in energy, decrease our use of carbon fuels, and invest the money we save in the long-term economic health of our com-
munities.  

Prior to returning to the region, she was Managing Director, Europe, for Business for Social Respon-
sibility, a global non-profit that works with its global network of more than 250 member companies 
to develop sustainable business strategies and solutions. Before that, she was Vice President, Public 
Policy for a multi-national corporation, and developed and managed their stakeholder engagement 
programs as well as other company sustainability programs. Her experience also includes founding 
and running a non-profit focused on community education about energy efficiency and sustainable 
building practices.  



Jerry Jenkins is an ecologist with the Wildlife Conservation Society Adi-

rondack Program. He is the author of Climate Change in the Adirondacks: 

The Path to Sustainability, a newly-released book on the local implications 

of climate change, published through Cornell University Press. Jenkins 

brings decades of research experience in the field and the library to his cur-

rent projects. In addition to focusing on energy and climate, his work has 

included botanical and ecological inventories, research on sugar maple re-

generation and acid rain, and a focus on the ecological value of conserva-

tion easements. Jenkins is the lead author of several comprehensive books 

on the Adirondack region, including The Adirondack Atlas: A Geographic 

Portrait of the Adirondack Park, coauthored by Andy Keal, and published 

as a project of the Wildlife Conservation Society in 2004. The Atlas is cited 

as one of the most comprehensive volumes of information available on the 

Adirondack region. Jenkins is also the lead author of Acid Rain in the Adi-

rondacks: An Environmental History, published in 2007. He recently was 

honored by the Ecological Society of America with the William S. Cooper 

award for his role in a botanic survey of Harvard Forest published in collab-

oration with Forest staff.  Jerry is the 2011 recipient of the Adirondack Re-

search Consortium’s Adirondack Achievement Award for his contributions  

to science and research for the betterment of the Adirondack community.   


